and the Pakistan Government to reassure the Sikl
residents there that they would protect them with thei
own lives. If they could not guarantee their protection
they should gather them in one place and make arrange
ments for their speedy and safe evacuation. The Sikh
were a brave community. They should know that every
one's honour and religion were safe only in one's owi
hands. No one else could rob one of these. Parsi friend
of his had gone to Sind that day.
A MISLEADING ANALOGY
Gandhiji then referred to a letter written to hin
during his fast. The writer had said that while Gandhij
was in jail in 1942, the country had somewhat taker
to violence. If Gandhiji died of the fast,, there would b<
such a violent upsurge in the country that it woulc
stagger humanity. Therefore, the writer had arguec
that for the sake of humanity he should give up his fast
Gandhiji said that while it was true that the people hac
resorted to violence when he. was locked up in jail, h<
did not think that his death under a fast should hav<
the feared result. But he had rehearsed before embark
ing on the fast the possibility of a wide fratricide. Th<
Yadavas had destroyed each other before Lord Krishna3;
death. But he (Gandhiji) was too insignificant a mortal
to produce such an effect. However, if the people hac
become indolent and vicious like the Yadavas and Goc
saw that there was no way out but extermination, h<
might make even an ordinary person like him, th<
instrument of such a catastrophe. Having left himsel
in God's hands he worried no more about the conse
quences. What, however, he saw during the fast nervec
him to hope that India had no such self-destruction ii
. store for her,
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